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and generous, meritorious, virtuous and wise. Possessed
ever of conduct and judgment, generosity and faith, know-
ledge and character. Bold and generous, grave and daring,
swift to execute. Thou, who by thy vigilance didst spurn
kings. The holy places were broken. The abodes *of
Brahmans were polluted. All earth was shaken. Religion
had fled. Narayan (the Sun-god) resolved to protect the
gods of the faith, the cows, the Brahmans and inspired thee
to do so,'
Shivaji liked the saint's letter so much that he
went to Chaphal. Not finding Ramdas, he learnt
from a female disciple that he had gone to Shringan-
wadi. She offered the king food, but he had vowed
not to eat until he had found the saint. She gave
him a guide and Shivaji found the saint writing
under a tree. Ramdas blessed Shivaji, but would
not go back with him. At the king's request, how-
ever, he gave Shivaji a letter on the art of govern-
ment. The king offered Ramdas a sum of money
but Ramdas distributed it among his cowherds. To
Shivaji the saint gave as a parting gift a coconut,
some water, some earth, a few pebbles and some
horsedung. These Shivaji took to his mother.
Jijabai asked scornfully the meaning of such a gift.
Her son guessed easily the sage's meaning. The
water and the earth meant that Shivaji would con-
quer Maharashtra. The pebbles meant that he
would hold it by means of his fortresses. The horse-
dung meant that he would win his greatest successes
by means of his cavalry.
Although Ramdas would not live in Shivaji's
camp, the king induced him to settle at some place
where he could easily be found. He gave Ramdas
as a residence Parali, six miles from Satara and re-
named it Sajjangad or 'the fort of a good man'.

